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DHS inducts 42 students into National Honor Society
By Mirror Staff 

Photos by Lisa Farnham and Laura FitzPatrick

42 DHS students were induct-
ed into the National Honor Society 
during its annual induction cer-
emony held in the James F. Dunne 
Auditorium on November 19. 

“It was a great feeling to be 
welcomed into such a prestigious 
organization,” said inductee Ali 
Hachem. “The most moving part 
of the evening was the candle 
lighting ceremony, highlight-
ing the four core values of NHS.”

This year’s inductees (in alpha-
betical order): Angelina Barletta, 
Braelyn Belanger, Samuel Blume, 
Dean Boecher, Megan Bondar, Wil-
liam Chu, Kasey Corrado, Joseph 
Dooley, Julia Doyle, Kathleen Dun-
can, Molly Egan, Allison Farnham, 
Siobhan FitzPatrick, Jack Flanagan, 
Lucia Florio,  Jared Foley, Made-
line Friday, Francesca Gentile, Vic-
toria Gonzalez, Danielle Guilfoyle, 
Ali Hachem, Ciara Heff ernan, 
Victoria Horard, Hannah Hunter, 
Caroline Kelleher, Kara Kilroy, 
Samuel King, Hanna Littmarck, 
Emily MacKinnon,  Alondra Msal-
lem, Leen Ashley Nestant, Julia 
Salemy, Thomas Salemy, Jill Scar-
amuzzo, Kristina Shkurti, Jenna 
Soucie, Jacinda Sterlin, Kyra Tol-
ley, Nhi Vo, Courtney Warjas, An-
gelica Wilson, and Chanelle Wilson.

After working as an admin-
istrative assistant in the technol-
ogy department for three years, 
Melissa Quinn was recently 
hired  as  a main office secretary. 

Before working for DPS, 
Quinn was a criminal intelli-
gence analyst for the New Eng-
land State Police Department. 
There, she enjoyed working in 
private with attorneys and po-
lice officers, but also enjoyed 
interacting with the public. 
As DHS secretary, she will be 
working with the many direc-
tors of our school, such as the 
art and sports directors, to make 
purchases for their depart-
ments and the teachers under 
them. She will also be answer-
ing phones and welcoming and 
directing guests of the school. 

Quinn’s favorite part about 
working in the main office is 
interacting with students. She 
looks forward to learning the 
names of students and staff 
and hopes that many of the stu-
dents drop by to say “hello.” 

If you choose to visit her 
in the morning, you will see 

her drinking a medium hot cof-
fee with cream and no sugar. 
During lunch, you may catch 
her in the cafeteria eating from 
the school’s salad bar. After 
school, she sometimes likes 
to go to the basketball games. 

She always enjoys be-
ing in school, especially dur-
ing Spirit Week, because stu-
dents and teachers can wear 
“whatever they want.” Outside 
of school, you may catch her 
eating at her favorite restau-
rant, Olivadi in Norwwod, or 
listening to light rock music.

And just in case you 
were wondering, her big-
gest pet peeve is forgetting 
where she put something.

A native of Waltham, 
Quinn graduated from Waltham 
High School, where her fa-
vorite class was legal studies. 

Today, her interests include 
spinning and raising her three 
children. She has two daughters 
in high school, a son in third 
grade, and a dog named Korra. 

Quinn’s advice to all current 
students is to enjoy their time at 
DHS. “It’s such a short time, even 
though the days feel long. Make 
the best of it. And study hard!”

Former technology assistant hired as offi  ce secretary

Top left: 2018 National Honor Society inductees. Bot-
tom left (from left to right): 2017 inductee Jenna Hache 
with Allison Farnham. Right (from left to right) Han-
nah Hunter, Siobhan FitzPatrick, Braelyn Belanger, and 
Alondra Msallem.

By Caroline Goggin
Managing Editor

Melissa Quinn was hired as main offi  ce secretary in November.
Photo by Steven Mammone

DHS held its annual Holi-
day Fair in the cafeteria on 
the evening of December 7. 

Put toghether by the DHS 
Speech and Debate Team as a 
fundraiser for their activities, the 
event included bake sale items, 
holiday games, a Santa meet & 
greet/photo op, a holiday coloring 
station, and letter writing to Santa. 

Students were allowed to bring 
younger relatives and staff  members 
allowed to bring their children. It 
was great festive family fun for all!

DHS holds festive holi-
day fair in cafeteria

Mr. Medeiros-Claus, Dan Willey, and 
daugther Alyson at the Holiday Fair.

By Paul Allen
Mirror Correspondent
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How comfortable are you with a computer grading your writing?
By Jacki Sauer
Mirror Correspondent

Across our nation, teach-
ers are “progressively” being 
replaced by digital graders. It 
can be argued that things have 
been heading in this direction 
since scantrons fi rst made their 
appearance. With scantrons, all 
teachers need to do is plug in the 
correct letter answer and feed a 
slip of paper into the computer-
ized device. Innocent enough. 
But what happens when things 
like short answers and essays 
are submitted to a digital grader?

Les Perelman, director of 
the student writing program at 
MIT, recently put these questions 
to the test. He scanned a poorly 
written essay, fi lled with comma, 
spelling, and grammar mistakes 
into a computerized grading pro-
gram. He was shocked by the re-
sults. The program only detected 
twelve total mistakes, eleven of 
which weren’t even mistakes at 

all. The program also failed to 
pick up easy mistakes that any hu-
man teacher would have noticed, 
including comma splices, run on 
sentences, and lack of capitaliza-
tion. The essay received a fairly 
high score from the software, a 
score that a human grader wouldn’t 
have given or agreed with.

So why was this essay scored 
so highly? Essay grading soft-
wares correct and score new mate-
rial based on the essays that were 
used to program it. Highly scored 
essays and written pieces are fed 
into the software, teaching the 
software what it should look for. 
For example, if one of the top es-
says showed favoritism towards 
long sentences with big words, the 
computer would also favor this 
structure. Knowing the criteria 
the computer is looking for makes 
it easy for students to cheat their 
way through the system.  So what 
would constitute a failing grade?

Multiple school districts in 
Ohio use computerized graders to 

score and evaluate students on ev-
erything. About 75% of students in 
Cleveland Ohio alone are digitally 
graded. On the 2017 Ohio third 
grade reading test, a larger than 
expected number of students re-
ceived zeroes. The digital graders 
accused and penalized each stu-
dent for alleged plagiarism. Upon 
closer examination, the test ad-
ministrators’ offi  ce discovered that 
the students had done everything 
they were supposed to, yet when 
asked to copy the part of text from 
a passage to prove their answers, 
the computers gave them zeroes.

By the end of the day, 27 dis-
tricts had to appeal to 1,000 stu-

dent essays and short answers. 
Computers can count words and 
recognize famous works, yet they 
cannot comprehend what is fed 
into their system. In this case, 
the computer did not understand 
the question(s) it was grading 
and unfairly punished students.

With their lack of under-
standing, computerized graders 
also fail to recognize creativity. 
For creative writing classes and 
creative essays, a student would 
most likely receive a low score. 
Creative writing styles can be 
interpreted as mistakes. For ex-
ample, if a student were to use 
a unique sentence structure, hy-
phenated words, or use old Eng-
lish, the student would receive a 
lower score from the computer 
as opposed to a human teacher. 
This, in the long run, is detrimen-
tal to a student’s writing style.

Computerized graders carry 
an enormous risk of being biased, 
unfair and very rigid when it comes 
to scoring student work. As such, 
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one might wonder why they are 
still infi ltrating our nation’s class-
rooms. The answer is simple: time 
and money. Across our nation, hu-
man graders are being replaced 
with computers because these 
programs are more time and cost 
effi  cient than a physical grader. 

Here in Massachusetts, there 
is debate over using computers to 
start grading entire MCAS tests. 
That’s over six million essays and 
written responses that would lose 
their creativity. All a student will 
be graded on is his or her word 
choice, sentence structure, and 
length. Several small mistakes can 
cause a perfectly good student to 
fail the tests that determine if the 
Massachusetts high schooler will 
graduate. Knowing this, we have 
to ask ourselves: Are the time and 
money savings gained through us-
ing a computerized grader worth 
the damage these systems will 
infl ict on millions of students by 
denying them their ability to grad-
uate, succeed, and be creative?
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As a high school student with 
a packed schedule, there is little 
time to sit back and refl ect on my 
everyday life. On those rare occa-
sions where I am able to, however, 
I ask myself, “Am I more worried 
about doing things right, or doing 
the right things?” Are you more 
worried about completing your 
own tasks in the right way, or are 
you more worried about helping 
others and doing the right things? 

I’d like to think that I am more 
worried about doing the right thing, 
but if I am being honest, in a day to 
day sense I’m always more worried 
about doing things right. Whether 
it comes to doing my homework 
correctly, making it to class on 
time, managing my time correct-
ly, going to sleep on time or even 
just making sure I make my din-
ner the right way, I am constantly 

Are we more worried about doing things right, or doing the right things?
thinking about what I have to do 
next and how I’m going to do it. 

No doubt many people my age 
can relate to this, as high school stu-
dents are extremely busy and have 
a ton on their plate. Not that every 
high schooler is selfi sh in any way, 
just that many other busy students 
don’t have the ability to do some-
thing kind for those around them.

High school forces students 
to be completely engaged in con-
tinuous school work. Juggling be-
tween homework, sports, and jobs, 
most students never have time to 
catch a break. Thus begs the ques-
tion, is high school really only 
training us to worry more about 
getting things done? And doing 
things the right way? If you really 
ponder it, how often do the stu-
dents in high school have an op-
portunity to do something right for 
the community on their own time 
and for the good of doing it. Never. 

To help answer this question in 

the morally right way, high school 
teachers and administrators should 
consider giving us less homework 
on reviewing classroom material, 
and more homework that will help 
our community, friends, and fam-
ily. If that were the case, many stu-
dents would grow into much more 
successful people. How diff erently 
would each person walk out of DHS 
their senior year if they were chal-
lenged both academically and mor-
ally, instead of just academically? 

For any student, staff , or fac-
ulty member reading this article, 
think about how you aff ect the lives 

around you with your actions. How 
many of those actions are you re-
ally doing for the benefi t of some-
one else, and not because you feel 
as though you have to? It may be 
time for high school to change the 
way they aff ect their students in a 
long-term frame of time. Even in 
middle school, the process of work-
ing moral code into classes should 
help every student make the world 
a better place. As today’s students 
represent the future of the world, 
we should be trained at school to 
help others and stop being so selfi sh.

For example, what if once a 
week homework for seniors and ju-
niors was to help sophomores and 
freshman with their homework? 
Overtime, I would become ess 
selfi sh, signifi cantly less stressed, 
and feel better about what I’m 
doing to help those around me. 

High school is already a won-
derful academic challenge that al-
lows people to grow and earn a 

much needed education. Other than 
being book-smart, the students at 
every school should be given the 
chance to examine their own lives. 
Beginning with moral codes and the 
diff erence between right and wrong. 

Most people obviously know 
what is right and wrong thanks 
to common sense, but how many 
people are able to actually execute 
a good deed everyday? In my view, 
not enough. Now, I don’t want to 
blame high school for anyone not 
doing a good deed, but if schools 
were able to open their doors to stu-
dents and encourage them to do the 
right things more often, maybe more 
people would be worried about do-
ing the right things than doing things 
right. Leading the path to a not only 
educated and successful future, but 
kind and giving future as well will 
always do the community good 
in the long run. I know many stu-
dents would benefi t from learning to 
love giving back, myself included.

“As today’s students 
represent the future of 
the world, we should be 
trained at school to help 
others and stop being so 
selfi sh.”

“Computerized grad-
ers carry an enormous 
risk of being biased, un-
fair and very rigid when 
it comes to scoring stu-
dent work.”



Unpopular Opinions with Caroline

Think you know the story behind Thanksgiving?

As an opinionated per-
son, I’ve always thought that I 
have some really strange views 
on various topics. I’ve started 
sharing them recently, and I’ve 
found that some people have 
equally as weird opinions. As 
a result, I became more com-
fortable sharing the weirdest 
things I have opinions on and 
people started to tell me that 

I’m saying exactly what they’re 
thinking. Yet, many people still 
don’t understand why I have 
opinions on the things I do. So, 
I’ve decided to explain some of 
my most unpopular opinions.

One of my most unpopu-
lar one’s I have is the fact that 
I am terrified of butterflies. 
Butterflies are most commonly 
described as the most beauti-
ful insects you could ever lay 
eyes on, or something like that. 
I find them absolutely horrifying 
and here’s why: one of the most 
popular types of butterflies, and 
the most common to Massachu-
setts, is the monarch butterfly. It 
has orange wings with designs in 
black and white and if your class 
in elementary school raised cat-
erpillars into butterflies, this was 

the type you were most likely 
growing. As a kid, I did a lot of 
research on animals and other 
organisms. I just so happened to 
land upon an article about a but-
terfly that looked exactly like a 
monarch butterfly except it was 
extremely poisonous and could 
kill you if it landed on you. As 
you can probably already guess, 
when we grew butterflies in 
preschool I had to stay inside. I 
guess that’s the root of my fear 
of butterflies, but butterflies 
are still very scary to me as it’s 
like a bug the size of a bird.

My hatred for ketchup is an-
other of my extremely unpopu-
lar opinions. This is the opinion 
that most people will definitely 
disagree with me on. I was once 
told that I wasn’t an American 

if I didn’t like ketchup. I’m not 
saying that I’ve ever eaten pen-
nies or nickels, but if I had ever 
tasted either of those things, they 
would taste like ketchup. Going 
hand in hand with this opin-
ion, I don’t put any condiments 
on my hot dogs, and I rarely 
put any toppings on my pizza.

Speaking of toppings on 
pizza, recently I’ve been trying 
pineapple on my pizza and hon-
estly, it’s not the worst tasting 
food in the world. The sweetness 
in the fruit brings out the salti-
ness in the rest of the meal. It’s 
like salted caramel, or dipping 
your fries in your milkshake. I 
think that people just find it dis-
gusting because it’s fruit on a 
pizza and those are two worlds 
that don’t normally go together.

One final unpopular opinion 
is that if I had to choose between 
dogs and cats, I would definite-
ly choose cats. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love dogs. My problem 
is just that some dogs are very 
big and I am only 5”4, so given 
the opportunity and a good rea-
son, they could kill me if they 
really wanted to. Cats, at larg-
est, go up to your mid-calves, 
so there’s a very low chance of 
them doing any serious dam-
age. This may also have to do 
with the fact that I’ve grown 
up with cats in my house con-
stantly since birth, but not dogs. 

In conclusion, butterflies are 
terrifying, ketchup is disgusting, 
y’all need to give pineapple on 
pizza a chance, and I’m going to 
grow old and become a cat lady.

Self-driving cars: Good or bad?

By Kathryn Burns and Vivian 
Martin - Mirror Staff 

Most Americans believe that 
Thanksgiving was a feast held 
by the Pilgrims in Plymouth in 
which they enjoyed turkey and 
pumpkin pie, among other tra-
ditional Thanksgiving delica-
cies, but Thanksgiving may not 
have actually happened how 
we were taught it happened. 

Texas may actually be 
Thanksgiving’s place of origin,  
as Texans claim that the very 
fi rst Thanksgiving took place 
in a small community called 
San Elizario in 1598. This feast 
would have taken place twen-
ty-three years before the Pil-
grims held their Thanksgiving. 

Virginia also claims to 
have held the fi rst Thanksgiv-
ing in 1619, just two years be-
fore the Pilgrim’s feast. No one 
is absolutely positive where 
exactly the fi rst Thanksgiving 
occurred. Some believe it was 

Good 
by Emily Chim

Self-driving cars will be ex-
tremely benefi cial for everyone. By 
having self-driving cars, the rate of 
accidents, intoxicated drivers, and 
air pollution will decrease. The fuel 
and traffi  c effi  ciency throughout 
the world will improve massively, 
resulting in the reduction of carbon 
emitted into the air.  They will be 
easy to control in busy or pedes-
trian-populated streets in which 
people could avoid accidents from 
happening. It was reported that 
an autopilot-enable, semi-autono-
mous car under the Tesla company 
alone could travel up to 1.5 billion 
miles alone, which no other com-
pany can compete with. It was also 
reported that 37,000 Americans 
die each year from automotive 
accidents, and 1 million automo-
tive fatalities occur worldwide. 

These cars will be a more effi  -
cient way for people to travel long 

in Massachusetts while some 
others believe it was in Florida. 

Today, the epitome of 
Thanksgiving is eating turkey 
and spending time with family, 
but Thanksgiving was actually a 
multicultural community event. 
The only food that we know for 
sure that they ate was deer. They 
did not have corn on the cob, ap-
ples, pears, cranberries or potatoes 
and no one is sure that they even 
had turkey. Pumpkin pie, a clas-
sic Thanksgiving dessert, was not 
included in the Pilgrim’s feast as 
they typically boiled their pump-
kins and ate them plain. A com-
mon myth surrounding this holi-
day is that it was centered around 
religion. It is thought that the Pil-
grims would not have tolerated 
festivities at a true religious event 
and the fi rst Thanksgiving was a 
three day harvest festival that in-
cluded drinking, gambling, ath-
letic games and target shooting. 

Pilgrim Thanksgivings also 
occurred at several diff erent times 

during the year and were not just 
a November occurrence. Actual 
Thanksgivings are religious af-
fairs, where everyone spent the 
day praying. To most, Thanks-
giving has always been on the 
fourth Thursday of November, 
but in reality, it is believed that 
Thanksgiving originally occurred 
sometime between late Septem-
ber and the middle of October. By 
November, the Pilgrims would 
have been preparing for their 
winter and their crops would not 
have been as plentiful as ours are 
today, prohibiting them from be-
ing able to actually host Thanks-
giving. Additionally, there is no 
evidence that the Pilgrims cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving in 1622.

A further lack of evidence 
surrounds the extremely com-
mon misconception that the Na-
tive Americans were invited to 
the fi rst Thanksgiving. It is un-
known how the Native Americans 
actually ended up eating with the 
Pilgrims as there are no English-
written documents that mention 
any sort of invitation to the native 
people. The Native Americans 
had been planting their harvest on 
the other side of the colony so it 
is possible that the Native Ameri-
cans and Pilgrims dined together 
in order to be cordial and try and 
make peace, but the real reason 
the two groups ended up feast-
ing together remains unknown. 

Most Americans believe that 
we have celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing since it fi rst occurred in 1621, 
but that is not the case. In 1789, 
George Washington made Thurs-
day, November 26 the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, but only for that one 
year. It wasn’t until former Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln issued a 
proclamation in 1863 making 
the fourth Thursday in Novem-
ber a national holiday. Lincoln 
did not explicitly name this day 
Thanksgiving. It was not given 
a name until January of 1939 
when former President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt offi  cially named the 
fourth Thursday of November to 
be Thanksgiving. It is commonly 
believed that Lincoln started the 
annual presidential pardoning 
of a turkey. However, the tradi-
tion dates back to 1989 when 
president George H.W. Bush of-
fi cially pardoned the fi rst turkey. 

The bottom line is that there 
are so many misconceptions 
about Thanksgiving and a lot of 
what we learned when we were 
younger is actually false. It is 
extremely important that people 
become educated about what 
actually happened at the fi rst 
Thanksgiving and how today’s 
common traditions came to be.

distances at a faster rate in compari-
son to normal cars. It would be a 
much safer way to travel because 
it provides safer driving speeds 
as well as quicker reactions to the 
environment.  Through the uses 
of sensors and super-computers, 
these vehicles will be able to react 
at a much quicker rate than what an 
average human driver could.  With 
highways holding more than 2,000 
cars per hour, self driving cars can 
improve the condition of driving 
and traffi  c on both the highway 
and roads everywhere. With self-
driving cars,  The change in road 
capacity will have room to im-
prove where it benefi ts everyone.

Self-driving cars not only will 
be able to help prevent these unfor-
tunate events from happening, but 
they can also help to improve the 
modern day car and transform what 
we know as driving into something 
completely new. As each day pass-
es by, the technology around us is 
constantly evolving. If self driv-

ing cars are produced and manu-
factured more, the push to strive 
for a more advanced yet simple 
form of technology will be com-
ing to life right before our eyes. 

The time it would take to pro-
duce more self driving cars until 
the right model is made to help 
benefi t everyone will take time, 
for the process to make such an 
impactful vehicle is diffi  cult. The 
industry we are faced with at the 
moment is fi ercely young, mean-
ing that there is still a lot more 
room for improvement and more 
ideas to consider. Self-driving 
cars are the future, and they will 
change the world for the better. 

Bad
by Michaela Thomas

When I think about self-driving 
cars, I think, “That sounds like an 
awesome idea, so what if my eyes 
drift off  the road for a second? The 

car will pay attention to it for me.” 
A widely-discussed subject 

that can aff ect anyone and every-
one is drunk driving. Most would 
think that if we had self-driving 
cars, the mortality rate for crashes 
would decrease signifi cantly since 
it isn’t the distorted human mind 
driving but a programme in the 
car driving instead. That could 
be the case for drunk driving, but 
what about the possibility of this 
computer program malfunctioning 
without you noticing? This could 
potentially lead you to an even 
more damaging crash. Who would 
face these expenses and repercus-
sions? It certainly isn’t the driver’s 
fault and I’m sure the manufac-
turer of this car isn’t dumb enough 
to not have their clients sign a 
waiver before they purchase their 
vehicle in the case the car glitches. 

Another huge disadvantage of 
self-driving cars is the concern of 
hackers. With any type of technol-
ogy, the security risks will always 

be something we have to be cau-
tious of, especially if we’re talk-
ing about vehicles. There is a pos-
sibility of someone hacking the 
car’s software which could result 
in serious danger as a car crash 
due to this problem can easily be 
fatal, especially with no control of 
where or how fast you’re going. 

There are also problems re-
garding weather in which heavy 
rains, snow, and hail can aff ect the 
car’s performance. The heavy rain 
and hail can interfere with the la-
ser sensors. The snow can interfere 
with its cameras, which can result 
in a loss of sight for both the driver 
and car and cause harm to pedes-
trians and other drivers. Problems 
may arise if the car’s GPS isn’t 
updated when new road signs are 
introduced, and this could be con-
fusing for the driver leading to a 
panic. Although robot cars are an 
interesting concept, there are many 
dangerous cons to having people 
using them throughout the world.
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“Texas may actually 
be Thanksgiving’s place 
of origin...23 years be-
fore the Pilgrims held 
their Thanksgiving. ”
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Almost all athletes have 
a pair of “lucky socks,” but 
some athletes have serious-
ly strange athletic supersti-
tions that go beyond your old, 
smelly black Nike socks that 
you won the BSL Champion-
ship with. However, is there 
any actual evidence that these 
superstitions really have an 
eff ect on how you play or 
the chances of you winning?

To begin, many coaches of 
professional teams are known 

for their ways of gaining luck 
for their team before a game. 
To name a few, it is common 
to see a basketball coach chew 
a towel before a game, a foot-
ball coach to chew turf, and a 
hockey coach to drink beer. 
Take Jerry Tarkanian,  for ex-
ample. Once, while his team was 
playing in an awfully hot gym, 
he got tired of constantly having 
to go to the water fountain, so he 
wet a towel and chewed on it to 
quench his thirst during the game. 
After the team spectacularly won 
the game, chewing towels during 
games became his superstition. 

Another coach, Scotty Bow-
man, wears only “winning ties” 
when his hockey team plays, solely 
because he has won wearing those 
ties. These are just a few super-
stitions of coaches, but there are 
many more interesting, AKA very 
unusual, superstitions of players.

Athletes tend to have a lot 
more extreme superstitions than 
their coaches, as they have a much 

larger role in deciding the fate of 
the game. Each athlete has her or 
his own lucky item or ritual, ca-
tered to their own past wins and 
history. From eating chicken be-
fore every baseball game like Wade 
Boggs, or sleeping in the shorts of 
your opponent before every bas-
ketball game like Jason Terry, to 
clipping your fi ngernails during 
every timeout like MIke Bibby, 
there are many ways to up your 
likelihood of winning. One athlete 
that does the extreme version of 
a common sports superstition is 
Serena Williams. Like many, this 
powerhouse tennis superstar relies 
on socks for her source of luck, but 
she takes it many steps further as 
she wears the same pair of socks 
for an entire tournament! Hey, 
whatever will get you 22 Grand 
Slam Championship Titles, girl.

Another athlete with a notable 
superstition is baseball champion 
Larry Walker. This Rockies player 
decided that a number superstition 
would be perfect for him, and that 

number would be 3. On all three 
teams he played for, which is also 
ironic, he chose the number 33, 
and whether or not it is because 
of his number, he has had great 
success on all of them. However, 
it went way past just that- Walker 
requested a telephone number with 
as many 3s as possible , he would 
wake up at exactly 33 past the 
hour, and amazingly he got mar-
ried on the 3rd of November, at 
3:33 PM. Three cheers for Larry!

Finally, Stephen Labeau, a 
retired NHL player, used gum 
to secure the wins for his team. 
No, it’s not the typical stick-in-a-
wrigley before the big game- La-
beau makes it so that his mouth 
is chock-full of gum, meaning it 
could be anywhere from 20-25 
pieces of gum! However, he does 
not chew the plethora of gum dur-
ing the game, as he spits it out ex-
actly two minutes before faceoff , 
but something must be working as 
he has a Stanley Cup win under his 
belt from 1993. I bet it’s gotten him 

out of a sticky situation or chew!
It’s hard to tell whether or 

not these superstitions actually 
aff ect the result of a game. Many 
coaches and players state that 
they feel more confi dent and as-
sured when they stick to a ritual 
or superstition, but how might 
they feel when they do not do 
these things? Players might feel 
unready or believe that they now 
will not play well, and that means 
less confi dence and therefore not 
their best performance. To avoid 
this negative aspect of supersti-
tions, players should instead look 
to form a pregame routine, like a 
specifi c workout. This would give 
them time to zone out and think 
about what they want to achieve 
in their game, while also warm-
ing up their muscles for an elite 
performance. So, although su-
perstitions provide confi dence, 
there is little science behind 
them. But as long as supersti-
tious athletes win championships, 
there won’t be any complaining!

When we think of black holes, 
we imagine a void in the universe that 
instantly dissipates all matter within 
its reach. This common mispercep-
tion is only slightly wrong. The text-
book defi nition of a black hole is an 
area in space of extreme density that 
possesses such strong gravity that not 
even light can escape it, giving it an 
odd invisible cloak. Let’s delve fur-
ther into the origins, conditions, and 
even theories of these pure mysteries.

You’re probably curious about 
how in the world these invisible vac-
uums are created. Black holes form 

when massive stars (about the mass of 
fi ve suns or more) collapse from the 
inside during catastrophic explosions 
when the star burns through the rest 
of its fuel. Because these stars are so 
enormous, they have such a powerful 
gravity causing its atoms to rip into 
even smaller particles that result in 
tiny specks with an astounding mass, 
AKA black holes. They accumulate in 
size as they suck in more matter and 
they form our galaxies as their grav-
ity draws in planets, moons, and stars.

There are three kinds of black 
holes: stellar, supermassive, and min-
iature. The creepy thing is that there 
are most likely 100 million stellar 
black holes in the Milky Way, but 
only 12 have been identifi ed ever 
since 1971, the nearest one being 
1,600 light years away from Earth 
(luckily, 1 light year equals 5.9 trillion 
miles). If this scares you, don’t wor-
ry--our chances of being eaten by a 
black hole are practically nil because 
we are too far away. Even if our sun 
became a black hole, it would have 

the same gravity and thus maintain 
the orbit for Earth and our neighbors. 

Supermassive black holes are 
a million to a billion times larger 
than the sun, and cosmologists be-
lieve that one lies in the center of 
every galaxy. The one in the center 
of the Milky Way, Sagittarius A, is 
28,000 light years away and four 
million times the size of our sun.

One of the most compelling 
things about black holes is what hap-
pens when something gets sucked 
into one. The widely-accepted 
phenomenon that occurs is “spa-
ghettifi cation,” where objects are 
vertically stretched into long, thin 
strands, similar to spaghetti sticks. 
Imagine you are this object. Your 
feet begin to get stretched by the 
harsh gravitational fi eld, and as 
they gradually approach the center 
of the black hole, the pull naturally 
is stronger and so they stretch more 
rapidly. However, your upper body 
is farther away from the center of 
the hole and so it is not pulled as 

Black holes: The great mysteries of the universe
fast. Thus, your body is spaghettifi ed!

You’re probably curious about 
what happens to something af-
ter a black hole sucks it in, but 
the concept is both confusing and 
non-concrete. It is only fi tting that 
countless theories about them ex-
ist, but I’ll leave it to simply two. 

Firstly, cloning (or the “infor-
mation paradox”) may occur. While 
a person outside the vicinity of the 
black hole witnesses your body spa-
ghettify and then evaporate, you may 
also live inside the black hole in an-
other dimension, whereas both reali-
ties of yourself (dead and alive) exist 
but cannot be seen at the same time. 
This theory can go even deeper as 
some even theorize that you can enter 
a parallel universe, containing an al-
ternate version of yourself, through a 
“white hole,” which spits out anything 
the black hole eats into such a dimension.

Next, you may be able to time travel 
into the future. The faster you move, the 
slower time passes for you. Take two 
people who are the exact same age- if 

one travels at the speed of light out 
into space, turns around, and then re-
turns to the same spot, the person who 
remained on Earth would be decades 
older. Because the force of gravity is 
so immense, things are pulled at an as-
tounding speed, and so scientists came 
up with the theory that you could enter 
a black hole and then return to Earth 
the same age while everything else is 
a number of years into the future. All 
this could only happen, of course, if 
we found a way to enter a black hole 
and somehow leave it unscathed.

The only certainty we have 
about this black holes is that they exist 
and are our universe’s own Room-
bas. Could they be the answer to 
our universe’s beginnings? N/A. 
Could they be the single mode 
to transportation through time? 
N/A. And, is there a supermassive 
black hole near us that we have no 
idea about and could potentially 
swallow us up like a pill? N/A. 
One day, maybe centuries from 
now, we will know these answers.

“A cow, potatoes, and a tent.”“Bread, a mirror, and a razor.” “Chapstick, water, and my pet chicken.” “Phone, toothbush, and a volleyball.”

Marauder on the Move
Three must-have items when trapped on a desserted island...

Fiona Glynn, Grade 12 Mr. Norman, DHS Staff Lindsay Madden, Grade 11 Larry Lyman, Grade 11

M

Athlete superstitions: Silly or signifi cant?
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Bohemian Rhapsody: Uneven? Maybe. Enjoyable? Absolutely. 

Spirit Week

It’s been 27 years since 
the death of Freddie Mer-
cury and now we fi nally have 
it: a biopic fi lm about Mer-
cury and his band, Queen. 

Bohemian Rhapsody, direct-
ed by Bryan Singer, does a lot of 
things right. Unfortunately, it also 
does a lot of things incorrectly. 
The highs are high and the lows 
are low, but by the end of the fi lm 
you will be fully entertained with 

a catchy tune stuck in your head.
Right off  the bat, the best 

element of the movie is its 
soundtrack. How could it not 
be? Queen has so many hit 
songs; I’m surprised they fi t in 
as many as they did in the (al-
most) perfect 134 minute run 
time. With the performances 
of some songs and the creation 
of others, the movie shows all 
aspects of the process.The be-
hind-the-scenes of Queen’s mu-
sic proves to be quite the show. 

A close second to the phe-
nomenal soundtrack that is Bohe-
mian Rhapsody is Rami Malek’s 
portrayal of Mercury. Malek cap-
tures the spirit, fl amboyant and 
determination of the spectacular 
lead singer perfectly. Surpris-
ingly, he does an impressive job 
on the vocals, and with a little 
help from singer Marc Matel, 
Malek almost sounds exactly 
like the real Freddie himself. 

Another impressive aspect of 
the fi lm is the cast, especially the 
other band members. With Malek 

as Mercury, Gwilym Lee as Brian 
May, Ben Hardy as Roger Tay-
lor, and Joseph Mazzello as John 
Deacon, Bohemian Rhapsody 
has itself a great group of misfi ts 
the audience can root for as they 
go on their quest for rock’n roll 
fame. It is obvious the group has 
real chemistry in the more light-
hearted and downright hilarious 
scenes of deliberation and confu-
sion over “Freddie’s vision.” At 
the same time, there also scenes 
where you can feel tension be-
tween the band-mates when an 
altercation in the band or Fred-
die’s ego gets in the way of a re-
cording session. With great music 
and great performances, Bohe-
mian Rhapsody is one hell of an 
entertaining watch. However...

Under Pressure. That must 
have been how the fi lm’s editor, 
John Ottman, felt because, quite 
frankly, it’s all over the place. At 
some points the fi lm is a comedy, 
but others a tragedy. Some parts 
are rushed and others drawn out. 
As a viewer, you are transported 

from ‘85 to ‘70 to ‘71 then to 
‘75 for a short while and then 
onto ‘76 followed by ‘80 and 
then back to ‘85. There is abso-
lutely no fl ow incorporated into 
the timeline as one year will last 
for about 5 minutes and the next 
will hold out for a half hour. 

In addition to the awk-
ward jumps in time, there are 
a handful of scenes that seem 
out of place, leaving you a 
little confused as how to feel. 

Another aspect of the fi lm 
that may disappoint some of 
its viewers is the fact that a 
good amount of what happens 
did not actually happen in real 
life. This is common troupe 
among biopics, however, and 
can be overlooked due to the 
sheer entertainment of the fi lm. 

While it has its fl aws, 
Bohemian Rhapsody is ul-
timately a movie for fans of 
Queen everywhere. And if you 
are a Queen fan, yourself, get 
ready for a rockin’ good time. 
**7 “Galileo’s” out of 10**

Student Council kicked off  Spirit 
Week on Monday. Students and 
staff  can be seen throughout the 
building wearing holiday themed 
apparel and accessories.  

Monday: Cand Canes vs. 
Gumdrops Day
Tuesday: Flannel Day
Wednesday: Holiday 
Colors Day
Thursday: Ugly Holiday 
Sweater Day
Friday: Pajama Day

By Kevin Reardon 
Film Critic  

Haluska’s Playlist

1. Johnny B Good -
Chuck Berry
2. You Never Can Tell - 
Chuck Berry
3. Rubberneckin’- Elvis 
Presley 
4. A Little Less Conversa-
tion - Elvis Presley 
5. Good Vibrations - The 
Beach Boys
6. Hot Rod Lincoln - Com-
mander Cody
7. Wipe Out - The Ventures

8. One Piece at a Time - 
Johnny Cash 
9. Highway Patrol - Junior 
Brown 
10. Mystery Train - James 
Burton

Rami Malek starring as Queen’s Freddie Mercury in Bohemian Rhapsody.

5

The Dedham Mirror • Thursday, December 20, 2018

 Aaron’s Playlist

4. Dreams and Nightmares - 
Meek Mill
5. Ultralight Beam - Kanye 
West
6. Favorite Song - Chance 
the Rapper featuring Child-
ish Gambino
7. Sunday Candy - Chance 
the Rapper
8. Your Song - Elton John
9. Mona Lisa - Lil Wayne 
featuring Kendrick Lamar
10. Imagine - John Lennon

1. Bohemian Rhapsody - 
Queen  
2. Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love - Queen
3. Somebody To Love - 
Queen

Bohemian Rhapsody
****************
Directed by Brian Singer
Starring: Rami Malek
Running Time: 2h 13m
Rating: PG-13
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Khalid gets mellow on his debut EP release

Over a year after the release of 
his debut album, American Teen, 
on-the-rise artist, Khalid, released 
his new EP, Suncity on October 
18. Suncity, is a 7 song collec-
tion of mellow songs about his 
roots and his hometown in Texas.

Khalid has been featured in 
many hit songs throughout the 
2-year gap between his album re-
leases, creating a lot of anticipation 
and high hopes for his new release. 
However, with few exceptions, the 
album barely lived up to these ex-
pectations. His classic upbeat songs 
with themes of love and heartbreak 
have been replaced by mellow trib-
utes to his home in El Paso, Texas. 
While the change in style is slightly 

disappointing to some fans, it dem-
onstrates his versatility as an artist. 

The album begins with “9.13,” 
a short 55 second clip that includes 
harmonies and a snippet of the 
mayor of El Paso giving the key 
to the city to Khalid. He put out a 
short video of the instrumental on 
his twitter days before the release. 

Next is “Vertigo,”a song about 
questioning love. Literally, fall-
ing with your eyes closed causes 
dizziness, or vertigo. Metaphori-
cally, falling for someone blindly 
can disorient you emotionally and 
confuse you. While the concept 
was moving, it was not carried 
out as well as it could have been.

Following this disappointment 
is the best song on the album by far: 
“Saturday Nights.” He mentions his 
youth and stereotypical teen nights 
in the party life, and hanging out 
with friends.  Simultaneously, he 
goes deep into family feuds and 
the absence of parents. He also ap-
pears to be singing to a girl he likes 
throughout the song: “I care about 
you/There’s nowhere I’d rather 
be/Than right here around you.”

This fades directly into “Salem’s 
Interlude”: a one-minute 22-second 

clip that splits the EP into halves. 
It seems to be an audio of a woman 
talking about the path that her life 
is currently on as well as her fears 
in life and how they have prevent-
ed her from doing what she has al-
ways wanted to do. She then elabo-
rates on the sentiment that being a 
genuine person is helpful in life.

The most disappointing song 
on the entire album follows this 
emotional interlude: “Motion”. 
The beat is catchy, but poorly de-
livered. This song outlines his 
clear obsession and infatuation 
with someone: “Honey, I forgot 
to mention/I’m so entranced by 
her rhythm.” He describes their 
love like it is magical, and makes 
him feel as if he is fl oating. The 
song concludes with a slower ver-
sion of the next song, and a man 
describing how love makes him 
feel the adrenaline of speeding. 

After an inadequate perfor-
mance from “Motion” came a 
pre-released hit sure to rebute en-
thusiasm toward the end of the EP. 
“Better” was heard by the public 
about a month before the rest of 
the album, and it was immediately 
a fan favorite. As of November 7th, 

it sat at a ranking of 54 on the Bill-
board top 100 charts. It resembles 
the style of his debut album and 
stands out among the songs on Sun-
city that take to his new sound. The 
catchy beat and bright lyrics make 
it impossible not to enjoy. Admi-
ration for his companion is the fo-
cal point of this song, as he says 
“Nothing feels better than” being 
with her. Khalid’s harmonizing re-
ally takes this song to a new level, 
and there is no confusion as to why 
it is the most popular on the album. 

The fi nal song, “Suncity,” 
generated a lot of hype because 
the album is named after it, but it 
defi nitely did not live up to any 
of these expectations. It features 
Empress Of: an artist whose voice 
compliments Khalid’s very well. 
Unfortunately, the song follows the 
popular trend of Spanish lyrics that 
has exploded into mainstream mu-
sic over the past few years. Khalid 
is seen as a trend-setter rather than a 
follower, so disappointing would be 
an understatement in seeing an art-
ist once original come second to the 
punches of “Despacito.” The beat 
is memorable and had a lot of po-
tential, but the lyrics, in both Span-

ish and English, did not impress. 
This EP is very diff erent than 

Khalid’s debut album from nearly 
2 years ago. It featured many up-
beat songs and a few slower ones 
with a recurring theme of joyful 
and tragic romance that struck 
teenagers and stuck with them for 
months after the initial release. It 
was titled “American Teen” after 
the fi rst song on the album and 
resembled Suncity’s “Saturday 
Nights,” as it describes the aver-
age life of a young American kid. 
Two of these songs, “Location” 
and “Young Dumb Broke,” are still 
being played on radios everywhere. 

In the 2-year gap, he released 
many hits, such as “Lovely” fea-
turing Billie Eilish, “Silence” with 
Marshmallow, and “Eastside” fea-
turing Halsey and Benny Blanco. 

When taking into account his 
growth over the years since his de-
but and the change in style, as well 
as the meaning behind the album 
are taken into account, the album is 
relatively decent. After seeing such 
a progression in who he is as an 
artist, I am excited to see what he 
comes up with in the future and I am 
positive other people feel the same.

Favorite English class reads . . .

By Megan Keane 
Mirror Staff 

“The story was beyond captivating. It drew 
me in; I loved every part of it. I even cried 
at the end.” -Jillian McGahan, grade 12

“Fitzgerald writes the story in a way 
that makes it easy to visualize in your 
mind.” -Fiona Glynn, grade 12

“Such an engrossing yet frustrating drama. 
I really cared about the characters.” 
-Kevin Reardon, grade 12

“I grew up listening to Shakespeare 
before bed. He quickly became my 
idol.” -Connor Freeman, grade 11

“It’s a perfect allegory that is hilarious 
yet blood-curdling.” 
-Hanna Littmarck, grade 11

“Though it’s only a slim memoir, I was 
deeply touched by Wiesel’s story.” 
-Godwinna Koroma-Coker, grade 11
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Football, fi eld hockey enjoy outstanding fall season
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The balance between practice 
and games is an important part of 
all sports. Young athletes grow 
up living by the idea of “practice 
makes perfect”. Coaches value 
practice and load up the week with 
diff erent events to study new plays 
and develop skills. The art of prac-
ticing to improve your chances of 

Counterpoint:  How important is practice in sports? 
winning is essential to being suc-
cessful. The question becomes, 
when do we put too much value on 
practice and lose value in the actual 
games. No matter what sport you 
play, or the league you play it in, 
winning is always the goal. There 
is a competitive piece to sports that 
can’t be taken away, regardless of 
who you are playing with. In the 
end, the importance of winning a 
game should be placed on a higher 
level than missing one practice. 

The art of winning athletic 
events is what allows us to keep 
them going. The interest in a team 
is at it’s highest point when the 
team is winning. For example, 
look at our local NBA team, the 
Boston Celtics. The only season, 
since 2006, where they posted an 
average home attendance below 
18,000 fans was the 2014-15 sea-
son where they got swept in the 
fi rst round of the playoff s. Com-
pared to the last two years where 
the Celtics have been to the East-
ern Conference Finals, they have 

Sports

broken over 18,500 fans per game. 
The reason teams are able to have 
the best facilities and equipment 
is because of  the success of the 
team. In the 21st century, every 
team that has been removed from 
the league, has been because of 
a poor winning percentage. Less 
successful teams have lower at-
tendance, make less money, 
and don’t receive the sponsor-
ships that other teams have.

The most successful teams 
are built around their players. The 
best teams have a combination of 
strong leadership, smart coach-
ing, and above all, good players. 
Talented athletes make the sports 
world go round and the value 
should be placed on the team win-
ning. Missing or skipping out of 
practice is something all athletes 
have thought of, but when it mat-
ters most, the best players need to 
play. In the words of the legend-
ary NBA guard, Allen Iverson, 
“Not a game. Not a game. Not a 
game. We talkin’ ‘bout practice.”

Girls varsity fi eld hockey 
and varsity football had out-
standing seasons this fall.  

The fi eld hockey girls fi n-
ished their season with a 12-5-2 
record, and reached the division 2 
south sectional quarter-fi nals. Un-
fortunately, their season came to a 
disappointing end when they fell 
to powerhouse Dennis-Yarmouth. 

The team was led by Tri-Valley 
fi rst team all star senior captains 
Bridgette Crowley and Vanessa Tan-
netta. Tanetta was stellar in net all 
season, recording 9 shutouts out of 
19 games. Crowley fi nished the sea-
son with 14 goals and 7 assists. She 
received the honor of top 60 in the 
state, announced by the Massachu-
setts State Field Hockey Coaches 
Association. Crowley said that it 
was “a successful season and our 
best year yet.” Juniors Lilly Riley 

and Victoria Gonzalez, and Sopho-
more Maille Crowley received 
Tri-valley second team honorable 
mentions. Riley was also one of 
the largest goal contributors dur-
ing the season, racking up 8 goals. 

The Marauders had an impres-
sive performance in their second 
year in the Tri-Valley League go-
ing 7-4-2. One of their most thrill-
ing wins all year was against rival 
school Norwood High on their home 
fi eld. Norwood has some of the most 
talent in all of the Tri-Valley League, 
and the Marauders stepped up to the 
challenge. They defeated the Mus-
tangs 3-2 and went on to secure their 
tournament berth with 4 games left in 
the season by defeating Bellingham 
5-0 on October 16. The girls domi-
nated the game, and the outstanding 
win really helped them gain momen-
tum heading into the tournament. 

Coach Erin Macdonald be-
gan coaching the varsity team in 
2011 and has made the tournament 
seven out of eight years since as-
suming the head coaching position. 

After a push for playoff  success 
and a desire to play in the Super-
bowl, the Marauder football team 
fell short, but like the great Dr. Se-
uss once said “Don’t cry because it’s 
over, smile because it happened.” 

This season, the dominant Ded-
ham Marauders have every reason 
to smile because they produced the 
best record in the regular season 
(6-1) since many can remember. 
This hard work during the regular 
season would lead to the Maraud-
ers hosting the fi rst home playoff  
game ever. The Marauders would 
hosted their opponent, Appone-
quet Regional High School, for the 
opening of the playoff  season. With 
Ryan Flaherty’s 20-21 comple-
tions and a stellar peformance by 
the DHS defense, the Marauders 
steamrolled Apponequet 34-14. 

After the exciting win, the Ma-
rauders moved on to face the same 
team that defeated them in a devas-
tating loss last year, the Old Roch-
ester Regional High Bulldogs. DHS 
headed down to Mattapoisett on a 

cool windy night to take on the un-
defeated Bulldogs. It is safe to say 
that it was simply not the maraud-
ers night. Many errors all across the 
fi eld, stemming from every position 
led to the downfall of the Maraud-
er’s season. There was some good 
that came out of the night, as Tyler 
Martel’s two rushing touchdowns 
to gave Dedham hope of a come-
back.  As the fourth quarter came to 
a close following a late score by the 
Bulldogs, the scoreboard showed a 
34-14 loss for the Marauder team. 

This loss hurt even more for 
the team compared to last year, as 
working so hard in the off  season 
and regular season lead to a defeat 
at the same place they lost last year. 
The Marauders shifted their focus 
from a super bowl run to defeat-
ing the Norwood Mustangs in the 
Thanksgiving rivalry game. This 
year, the game was played at Nor-
wood High School, but the Ma-
rauders dismantled the Mustangs 
in a dominating fashion, defeat-
ing them 26-6 on their home turf.

The star athlete of a team should 
sit out of a game if they skip practice. 
It is important as a coach to create a 
culture of holding other players and 
coaches accountable for their ac-
tions. There is no reason why one 
player should be “bigger than the 
team”, and not have team rules apply 
to them. This would create a situation 
that shows it’s okay to take shortcuts, 
as long as you are a skilled player. 

This is wrong. If anything, a 
player with a higher skillset than 
everyone else on the team should 
be held to a higher standard because 
they are capable of much more than 
everyone else. It makes sense. If 
you are unable to trust your player 
or teammate to show up to prac-
tice, how will you ever be able to 
have trust in them during a game? 

One real life example of this is 
an NFL player, Jonas Gray. A week 
after scoring four touchdowns in a 
game, Jonas overslept and missed a 

Mirror Q&A: Reid Slavin
Hockey season is in full swing. 
Mirror reporter Jarrett Petto 
recently sat down with Ma-
rauder left wing Reid Flavin to 
pick his brain on the subject.

Q: What are your expectations for 
the season? 
A: My expectations for this sea-
son is to get the boys to start roll-
ing again and show the TVL how 
we play hockey.  
Q: How do you plan on improv-
ing this year?
A: Personally, I plan on work-
ing with the boys to get that puck 
moving and to get that lamp fl ash-
ing.

Q:Who will come out of nowhere 
this year to surprise everyone?
A: Defi nitely guy Billy Parr. He 
is going to absolutely lock in at 
defense this year. 
Q: Who will be your biggest com-
petition this year?
A: Ourselves.
Q: What is the most enjoyable 
thing about playing hockey?
A: Hard question, but honestly 
passing the puck around in the 
barn with the boys.
Q: Where will you improve this 
year? 
A: There is always room for im-
provement in every aspect of my 
game, so, everywhere.

Q: What will be an area of 
strength for you personally this 
year?
A: Getting in that crease, causing 
havoc.
Q: What do you need to work on 
as a team? 
A: We need to work on better 
chemistry with the boys early on 
in the season, so we can go out 
there and run this league. 
Q: Who will be heavily relied on 
this season?
A: Defi nitely have to give this one 
to Connor “Stammer” Stamm. 
Q: Who is your biggest motiva-
tor? 
A: My dog Teemu is who I work 

for out there.
Q: Is there an NHL or profes-
sional player that you model your 
game after? 
A: No, I have my own style. 
Q: Do you hope to continue play-
ing hockey in the future after high 
school?
A: I’m like a shooting star, there 
for a bright moment then gone the 
next.
Q: What is the most diffi  cult thing 
about playing hockey? 
A: Stopping. 
Q: How long have you been play-
ing hockey for? 
A: I’ve been lacing my skates up 
since I was able to walk.

By Jarrett Petto
Mirror Staff 

By Jarred Duane and James Sul-
livan - Mirror Staff 

The varsity fi eld hockey team fi nished the season with a record of 12-5-2.
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By Mike Murray
Mirror Correspondent

By PJ DeVirgilio
Mirror Correspondent

practice. This lead coach Bill Belich-
ick to cut Jonas later that week. 
This shows that one of the greatest 
football coaches ever agrees that 
team comes before any one player. 
Even though Jonas Gray had a his-
toric performance in a big game 
against the Colts, Coach Belich-
ick believed that if you can’t trust 
a player to show up to practice, 
you can’t trust him to play for you. 

No matter if you are the greatest 
quarterback ever, or a backup kicker, 
there are repercussions for missing, 
or even coming late to practice. This 
will usually involve missing a game 
or part of a game. It is no mistake that 
a coach with such strict practice rules 
that apply to all players has seven 
Super Bowl rings. For high school, 
expecting players to never miss prac-
tice is even more important. The ma-
jority of high school athletes will not 
play professionally. It is important to 
teach these student-athletes impor-
tant lessons like responsibility and 
reliability that will help them much 
more later in life than sports will. 

Point
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The Marauder boys bas-
ketball team was spoiled with 
talent last year, including cap-
tains Dylan Maida (a Tri-Valley 

All-Star), David Logan, and 
Brandon Ruiz. They also lost 
Tri-Valley League Most Valu-
able Player Juran Ligonde  (now 
playing for Kentucky Chris-
tian University) and Mark Rella  
(now playing for The Univer-
sity of New England in Maine). 

That team was extremely 
successful during their fi rst sea-
son in the Tri-Valley League. 
They won an overall 15 games, 
with only sevenlosses all season 
long. They advanced past Mono-
my to the south sectional quarter-
fi nals where they were defeated 
by undefeated Apponequet. 

This season’s team features 
captains Billy Casey and Mike 
Mansour, as well as Ryan Flaherty, 
P.J. DeVirgilio, Devin Maida, 
Larry Lyman, Adrian Nova, Kev-
in King, Matt Ryan, Joe Powers, 

Ryan Kelleher, Greg Abbalard, 
Chris Schmidt, Alonzo Polk.

They hope to repeat last 
year’s success  with a new look. 
With the loss of Senior star Juran 
Ligonde, both side of the ball will 
have to change for the Marauders. 
Obviously, there is always some 
variants to the defense from game 
to game due to diff erent match-
ups, but the team played lots of 
man defense with Ligonde, the 
rim protector, roaming in the paint 
as much as he could last year. 

Coach Fraioli started coach-
ing in Dedham 17 years ago. He 
received the varsity head coaching 
position 9 years ago. The team has 
made  tournament 16 out of the 17 
years that he has been here, and all 
9 years as the varsity head coach. 

He  is not blessed with a 
6’6” defensive stopper this year, 

so he must make lots of adjust-
ments to the defensive scheme 
that he runs this season. On the 
off ensive side of the ball the ma-
rauders lost their fl oor general 
in Dylan Maida, as well as their 
leading scorer, Ligonde. Crafty 
scorers in Mansour and Casey, as 
well as the young guard, Powers, 
are all returning players who had 
big roles on the team last year. 
They hope to bring their skills 
to an even larger role this year. 

Two dark horses for the team 
this year are seniors, Devergilio, 
and Flaherty. They both received 
very limited action last year at the 
varsity level, but they have lots 
of potential to excel on the court 
this year. They are both extremely 
hard working, and always fi nd a 
way to produce for their team. 
Underclassmen such as Larry 

Lyman, Ryan Kelleher, and Matt 
Ryan have an unknown role this 
year, and it will be exciting to see 
how their skills are utilized. Due 
to the extreme change in person-
nel, it is unclear how successful 
this team will be, but this is a very 
talented group, and as always, 
there are very high expectations 
of them. They hope to help pro-
pel the Marauders to back-to-
back Tri-Valley League titles.

The team has a diffi  cult 
schedule this year, playing out 
of league games against Bishop 
Stang, Cardinal Spellman, and 
Old Rochester Regional on top 
of the already impressive Tri-Val-
ley league. The team is smaller, 
younger, and much more athletic 
than it’s been in years. Hope-
fully they will use that to their 
advantage in the coming months. 

Sports

Athletes like Bridgette 
Crowley possess talent that is 
rarely seen at DHS. Whether it 
be hockey or fi eld hockey, when 
Crowley enters the game, you 
can count on her to take over.

This past fi eld hockey season, 
Crowley was led her team to a 12-
5-2 record, giving them enough 
wins to qualify for the tourna-
ment for the second year straight. 
She was able to fi nd the net a total 
of 14 times, which lead the team 
in goals. She also posed a threat 
to teams as a prolifi c passer lead-
ing the team with seven assists. 

During Crowley’s junior year, 
she began to hit her stride in both 
hockey and fi eld hockey, earning 

her spot as a Tri-Valley All-Star in 
each. Even with her impressive ju-
nior season, she returned for her 
senior year better than ever. Her 
impact was immediately noticed. 

“When you’re on the fi eld or 
with Bridgette, you get a feeling 
of confi dence,” said teammate Lily 
Riley. “She boosts everybody’s 
energy and never fails to make 
someone’s day. Even on a bad day 
everybody wants that energy.” 

Crowley was selected to com-
pete in the Massachusetts Field 
Hockey All-Star Game in November. 
This event brings together the top 60 
fi eld hockey players in the state to 
compete in an showcase game. Not 
only was Crowley the only member 
from Dedham honored to compete 
at this prestigious event, she was the 
only athlete in the entire Tri-Val-

ley League given the opportunity.
Crowley has also excelled 

in the classroom, taking all hon-
ors classes and one AP class. She 
has managed to land on the honor 
roll for fi ve consecutive terms.

“Bridgette brings the same in-
tensity to her academics that she 
displays in the athletic arena,” said 
her Business teacher, Dr. Rouse. 
“She’s wicked focused in the class-
room, and it’s that same tenacity 
that makes her practically a Marvel 
super hero on the playing fi eld.” 

Crowley’s atheltic journey will 
continue far beyond high school. 
Many college coaches have reached 
out to her about playing fi eld hockey 
for their school. Although this is her 
last year playing for Dedham, you 
can expect to see her name in  sports 
headlines over the coming years. 

Girls Soccer:
MVP Delaney Turner
Unsung Hero - Abigail Jimin-
ian
Spirit Award - Jenna Hache
Most Improved - Erin Dwyer
Boys Soccer:
MVP - Kevin McDonough
Most Sportsmanlike -   
Stephen Rumpp
Unsung Hero - Luis Tobon
Coaches Award - Ben Shum-

way
Field Hockey:
MVP - Bridgette Crowley
Unsung Hero - Maille Crow-
ley
Most Improved - Weilin 
Berkey
Coaches Award - Vanessa 
Tannetta
Boys Cross Country:
MVP - Joshua Minard
Kirohn Unsung Hero - Harry 

Fall Booster Banquet Award Winners

Murphy
Team Dedication - Alejandro 
Maldonado
Girls Cross Country:  
MVP - Filitsa Siokas
Team Dedication - Jillian  
McGahan
Most Improved - Caroline 
Kelleher  
Volleyball:   
MVP - Danielle Guilfoyle
Unsung Hero - Alexandra 

Flagg
Golf:
MVP - Shawn Nosky
Most Improved - Finn McNa-
mara
Cheerleading:   
MVP - Kathryn Burns
Unsung Hero - Molly Mc-
Donough
Spirit Award - Faith Munch-
bach
Football:   

Unsung Hero - OJ Pekacar
Unsung Hero - Elijah Brown
Most Improved - Colin Curran
Most Improved - Michael 
 Brennan
MVP - Ryan Flaherty
MVP - Tyler Martel
Coaches Award - Jack Tannous
Coaches Award - PJ DeVirgilio
MVP of Thanksgiving Day - 
Bill Casey

By James Sullivan
Sports Editor

Mike Mansour shoots on Westwood.
Photo by Aaron Weiner

By Aaron Weiner
Sports Editor

Mirror MVP: Bridgette Crowley


